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‘Together we learn, care, succeed and achieve’
‘Together we care, we learn, we belong’

January 2010
Newsletter

Snowy Weather
Happy New Year and we start the New Year on a wisgiasonal note!
Many thanks to parents who responded to our tessage on the first day of term

and were able to collect their children early frechool. It did mean that we could

send teachers who had long journeys, through Hhdllifarther afield, home. Whilst
all our children live locally unfortunately the wamajority of our teachers do not
live close to Withernsea and this can mean in iy weather it could be difficult
to staff the school.

Hopefully the bad weather will not be for long. Madk a decision to close the
schools is not taken lightly as we are fully awtdwa it causes problems for many
parents who then have alternative arrangementske ntHence we will leave it to
the morning of school to make the decision. Onktdfff cannot make the journey
work will we consider full or partial closure. Walliext parents at the Junior
School as we have this service in place. (We maxtend out text messaging
service across both schools later this year wheremew the contract.) Please car
all parents also listen to Radio Humberside as Weout out any information on
this radio station as well.

In order for us to work together effectively pleasesure we have up to date
telephone numbers including mobile numbers. Weale lsome parents who have
changed mobiles and not yet let us know. It islyealportant that we have the mo
up to date contact telephone numbers not justifowyg weather but in case we ne
to contact you for anything relating to your chitlease send us a note or telephc
the school offices if you have new details or wisltheck existing details. — Than
you for your help with this.
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Headlice

We have visitors back in school.
Many children do say their parents
have adopted the ‘once a week, takg
peek.’ This ensures that we have
continual vigilance. However we nee
everyone on board for this to be
effective to fully eradicate the
problem. We will also be vigilant in
school and telephone parents where
we believe there is headlice problemn
so that parents can take prompt acti
to ensure that they do not spread.

Cold Weather - Asthma
We need to update all our asthma
records and will also do this annually

We give the option for inhalers to be
@tored at the office or in the classroon
Please ensure that you make your
request clear. As children get older in
Years 5 and 6 we encourage them to
take more responsibility and you may
1 wish them to consider having their
omhaler in the classroom. If your child
has particular needs please do not
hesitate to contact us to arrange
personalised care plans as asthma c3
be very serious and all children are
different and their needs can change
over time.

Environmental Week

For our first week back at the Junior
School we are having a themed
environment week, looking at variou

also care of wildlife. We have been
promoting feeding the birds in winte
time.

environmental issues. We have linke
this to our environment in winter anc

Healthy Packed Lunches
As part of our continued review of Fog
in School we now turn our attention tq
sHealthy Packed lunch promotion and
2@ncouraging healthy packed lunches.
Watch this space for ideas, menus an
suggestions.

" We have successfully improved our
tuckshop and also our school dining
arrangements at the Junior School an
hope we can promote the importance
healthy packed lunches. Hot school
meals do already meet strict nutritiona
standards as they have to meet natiot
guidelines.

rensure we have the latest information.
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School Amalgamation Updates

We informed you before Christmas that a decisiahliegen made by the
school adjudicator to close both schools and tm@eew Primary
School in September 2010. All pupils will automatig have a place in
the new school. The temporary governing body ofnte school will be
appointed and will meet shortly. They will initialagree on a potential
staffing structure and after consultation a stgfstructure will be agreed.
Once this is agreed staff will be appointed tortees school. Jobs will be
‘ring fenced’ to existing staff of both schools.

Over the next few months we will write with updategarding the new
school and also will be seeking parental and pugivs over important
decisions about the new school. Please do give@uisgpinions and
views as they matter greatly and we want our néwaicto be a
partnership between us all. 2010 promises to lexaiting time for
education in Withernsea.

Library Time — Year 3 pupils and parents.

Following parents suggestions from questionnainesaen evening we have set
aside Thursday mornings 8.45- 9.05 as a time far8eparents to come in with
their children and choose books and read togetbar dur class libraries. We look
forward to parents and children reading together. fdst library session will be
Thursday 1% January.

We have also prepared a Reading Guide for par&ptairing how we teach
reading across both schools and we will be sentthisgout shortly to all our
parents.




January Dates

SPRING TERM

Close for half term Friday 12 February

Re-open Monday 22 February

Close Friday 26 March

SUMMER TERM Staff Training
Opens Tuesday 13 April Monday 12 April
Close May Day Monday 3 May

Close for half term Friday 28 May

Re-open Monday 7 June

CLOSE THURSDAY 22 JULY

(Please note change of date, due to additional trang day for closure of both
schools.)

SATS WEEK

Week commencing 18 May 2010

Please do not book any holidays for children inrYeas they will be recorded as unauthorised —kthan
you.

AUTUMN TERM

Open Thursday"8September
Close for half term Friday 22nd October
Re-open Monday®*1November

Close Tuesday 2IDecember




Parental Questionnaires — Feedback

Thank you to all parents who filled in a questianaat our parent’'s evenings
October/November. Thank you for your feedback amrdbutions they were very
positive and also gave us useful feedback in deugoboth schools for the future.

Parental Questionnaire Autumn 2009 — Withernsead&thool
95 questionnaires returned — 34%

Strongly agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagre

D

My child is happy at 50 (53%) 45 (47%) 0 0
school

| am satisfied with my | 33 (35%) 57 (60%) 4 (4%) 0
child’s progress

| am aware of what my| 34 (36%) 53 (56%) 6 (6%) 0
child is learning and the
progress they are
making

| feel welcome in 43 (66%) 52 (55%) 2 (2%) 0
school

| feel able to approach | 39 (41%) 51 (54%) 5 (5%) 0
the school with any
problems and they are
dealt with
appropriately.

| am satisfied with the | 38 (40%) 58 (61%) 0 0
way my child is looked
after and supported

The school has high 36 (38%) 56 (59%) 2 (2%) 0
expectations of my
child’s behaviour

Things that the school has done well

Behaviour, play trail, peace garden, keeping pareribrmed, supporting families, helping children
settle in, communication, homework books, sortioglllying, good reward system, additional
play equipment, flower beds, plenty of homework tings enabled a child to make good progress,
good teaching, good child protection, improved heanitthg, supportive and helpful, making a safe
and happy environment for the children.

To develop the School website — put on homework) tates kept up to date, lunch menus, more
pictures of class activities, parent and pupiltcbams, discussion groups, unaware that there was
one, needs to be updated more regularly. We takieisladvice on board and will continue to
develop our website.

Healthy Packed lunches- encourage selection of fruit and vegetablek shop is ace
Homework Diaries — useful when children remember them, a good idgkthis out, working
well, good communication between home and schackleent as we know what our child has to
do, further explanation of how to do the maths widag helpful,

PSA- really helpful (Parent Support Advisor)

Celebration of both schools- party theme- How we are and how we were, awardsigh

standards of work, and also other rewards for adkpects to encourage all, disco for everyone- we
will use these ideas as we plan celebrations ®Siimmer Term.



To Develop Further—

Library time in the morning with children (we harew put this in place)

Record well behaved children — not just poor betiavi(we do this many children have positive
comments written on behaviuor reporter and Goodeaaellent behaviour rewards are given out at
the end of each term)

Increase parent/teacher contact (we will exteedue of our home school books to the whole
school next year)

Outdoor lighting when it is dark (we will look intbis)

More sport art and music (we do look for furthepogunities and will develop a designated music
room next year)

Letting parents know more about subjects so wesogport at home (we are preparing a set of
guides that we hop parents will find useful, thistfone on reading will be going to parents shprtly
Move the celebration assembly to 9 o’clock so nparents can attend. (This causes a problem as it
is when staff on playtime duty take their breakeywould be unable to take a break at 9am and
therefore would need to leave the classroom dueaming time which would affect the support
children get in lessons which we are reluctantap d

Key Values

Happiness — the main key value

Confidence, safety, achievement, self belief argitpe attitudes identified as the other key values
that were the most important.

These will be used alongside staff and pupil idettivalues as we develop the New Primary
School.



Withernsea Infant School Autumn Term Parental Quesibnnaire 2009

63 replies — approximately 30%

Strongly agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree
My child is happy at 51 (71%) 21 (29%) 0 0
school
| am satisfied with my | 40 (46%) 28 (39%) 2 (3%) 1 (2%)
child’s progress
| am aware of what my| 29 (41%) 41 (58%) 1 (1%) 0

child is learning and the
progress they are

making
| feel welcome in 50 (69%) 22 (31%) 0 0
school
| feel able to approach | 46 (64%) 26 (36%) 0 0

the school with any
problems and they are
dealt with
appropriately.

| am satisfied with the | 46 (66%) 23 (32%) 1(1%) 1(1%)
way my child is looked
after and supported

The school has high 39 (55%) 28 (39%) 4 (6%) 0
expectations of my
child’s behaviour

Things the school does well

Good communication, supportive and helpful, worlvith parents, good Ofsted report, help with
reading, children settle well, feel welcome, classemblies, walk around assemblies, keeping
parents informed,

The school websiteused it for the holiday calendar, looking at msoafter events, school opening
times.

Suggestions for packed lunches promote not dictate, fruit and vegetable theroeskery
workshop for parents.

To celebrate the Infant and Junior Schoolsdress up day, party on the drive, special assgmbl
open day invite past teachers to celebrate.

To develop further

Remind parents of events in advance and also méyemation about events (we will endeavour to
do this and also update the website)

Make sure pupils feel safe on transition to thealuichool (we do organize events and also focus
additional support on whom staff identify as vubdae children- however the two schools are
working even more closely together and as we beammeschool this will no longer be an issue).
New parents and starters more info and supporii&ave new information packs as a Primary
school and will ask parents if they are informatveugh).

Free fruit for all (all infant children do get frémiit- it is paid for as a national scheme
unfortunately it is not funded for Key Stage Twaldten. They are welcome to bring their own or
purchase fruit from the tuck shop at morning break.

Key Values
Happiness — the main Key Value

Followed by Confidence, being safe, to enjoy, haapect, feel valued and friendship as the next
most important values.



Pupils Page

All the pupils also filled in questionnaires whiale have
now analysed and this is what our pupils told us.

Pupil Questionnaire Feedback — Autumn 2009

Pupils told us what they enjoyed and liked about $wol

The field, circle time, PE, playtimes, learningayfail, dinner time, nature area, maths, trumpet
lessons, good teachers, tuck at breaktimes, peadery this school has everything we need, we get
to play with our friends, we feel safe, teachengl@x the work really well, lunchtime clubs, going

to High School, the computer room, we learn newghievery day, teachers are kind and look after
us, the classrooms, interactive whiteboards, newpter room chairs, everyone is really friendly,
certificates.

We asked how we could make school better

More playtime, less playtime, more football netst, g swimming pool, more playtrail equipment,
make sure everyone is happy, bigger nature aredeh@aaths, easier literacy, make sure no bullies,
use the peace garden more, more history, more bsratsit on outside, picnics on the field, more
PE, more trips, more trophies and rewards, mowgirsgyy stay at school longer, music at lunchtimes,
more computers, bigger classrooms.

Some of these suggestions are not possible. Hovetivers such as

More football, nets, more playtime equipment, maoeaches are possible and we can look into
further resources.

We can also look at more trophies and will asktamincils and school council for further
suggestions.

Thank you to the pupils for their feedback and infation- it is really useful.

We asked how we helped pupils to learn and thed/thai following strategies were really useful
and consistently used.

Mind mapping, knowing the lesson objective, knowihg success criteria, marking their own
work, working work together with another pupil,Kialg in groups and talking with a partner, verbal
feedback from the teacher, written feedback andkimgy knowing the ‘big picture’ what the term

or theme is about, teacher and additional support.

One thing pupils did feel less sure about was targed their target booklets- we took this on board
and hopefully pupils will soon start to feel cordid in using them to support learning and be much
more aware of their own targets. Also at the tirhthe questionnaire maths target booklets were
awaiting printing and not yet used in class.



Agree | Disagree
| feel happy at School 214 20
| enjoy learning 185 22
| believe | can succeed 193 10
My teachers will help me to succeed 199 7
I Know what levels | am working at 112 93
| know what my learning targets are for Reading @frding 138 71
| know what my learning targets are for Maths 97 710
I am making good progress in Reading 164 59
| am making good progress in Writing 164 24
| am making good progress in Maths 166 12
| behave well in school 189 14
Other children behave well in school 146 53
I know who my school councillor is 185 21
| enjoy circle time 201 10
| like lunchtime arrangements in the Hall 198 8
| like lunchtime arrangements in the Playground 192 9
| feel safe at school 178 25

Withernsea Infant school also completed a queséimanvhich was using pictures and their results

are as follows

1%

Happy face | Okay face| Sad facs

Happy at school 110 5 9

| enjoy learning 95 9 17

| know | could do well 102 16 6

| behave well in school 92 24 8

Other children behave well 54 36 31

| like circle time 100 17 7

| feel safe at school 94 12 15

| have a good playtime 101 8 10




Children & Family Action

FREE courses Starting January 2010

Photography DIY in the home & garden
Basket Weaving Silk Screen & Fabric Printing
Cake Decorating Adolescent Parenting Programme

Memories Photoshop Course

For further information contact the SHORES CENTRE
Tel. 01964 615340 and ask for Lyndis.

Withernsea Junior School Christmas Choir

Raised £151.20

Singing at Aldi in December

WELL DONE!




Staff and children enjoying their Christmas activities

A cold start to the new Tel

Children enjoying the snow!



