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Happy New Year and Welcome back!

We start the New Year with a big thank you to alt parents for supporting our
Christmas activities; these included visits to @huiconcerts, activity mornings and
an Enterprise Fair. It was a busy time but thamk fpr all your support. We enjoye
Christmas concerts of an excellent standard andtitdren really worked hard.

Parent Questionnaire Feedback
Thank you for the questionnaires parents fillednnParents’ evening in the Autumr
term. 31% of families completed the questionnaifbey have been really helpful i
giving us feedback and we have a summary furth#érisnnewsletter and also what
we've put in place as a result of your feedbadkis very much a partnership and w
do appreciate constructive feedback so we improvweltat we do.

Punctuality

School starts at 8.45 am; please can pupils deeiplayground ready at 8.45 am
ready to come into school. We have in the pastisgou have several children in
the family please drop off the eldest first anditkige youngest last. We would still
expect the youngest to be in school by 8.55 amealatest and hopefully a bit soong
again thank you for your support with this. Welwg noting any children who are
persistently late and will contact parents to waith them to overcome this problen
as it is crucial lessons start on time and learrsngpt disrupted by late arrivals.
We also promise that all staff will ensure they lmweeting children promptly at the
start of the day as well.
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Reading

We are working on reading as an area of focudi®mthole school this year.
We continue to order new books to add to our ressuand use our school library
and also the School’s Library Service to add tolmoks.

Foundation, Year 1 and Year 2 have reading morrtimggich they invite parents -
details are on your termly parents letter whichhezass gets at the beginning of
term.

In your parent pack there is a guide on how weht@aading and information about
Guided Reading - if you have misplaced these ariredurther copies please obtain
them from the school office.

Reading at Home

We value parents as partners in their childreniecation and practising reading is a
crucial part of this. We cannot hope in schodi¢ar all children read individually
on a daily basis but it is that 10 minutes a daseglilar practise that makes a crucial
difference and it is where parents can really sugpeir child’s progress.

Talking to parents and getting feedback last team weally helpful and as a result we
have changed our policy on books taken hom&-will now change books at least
four times per week. We do need your help by signing the parent readamgyment
card to show that you have heard your child readce this is signed we will be able
to change the book.

We will change books but do recognise as childexzsome better readers they need
to read longer books and therefore won't read & leaery night. We also recognise
there will be evenings that children cannot reachbee they might have other after
school activities such as swimming lessons et&ewise from time to time in

school, when school is out of routine e.g. Chrigtmetivities, concerts, trips, themed
weeks etc. there may not be enough time to chazagbrg books, but this will be
unusual and not the norm and overall books wiktlh@nged daily.

We will continue to talk to parents and gain feezkoas it helps us work with you to
the best effect.

Attendance

We have a school target of 95% overall to readherd is a direct link between
attendance and the progress children make. Péaasgou support us by ensuring
your child is at school as much as possible atttey are absent for any reason

please let us know as we have to classify all ateseand again this is looked at by
the Local Authority and statistics collected bye thovernment and Ofsted.




Many children received certificates at the endast term for good and improving
attendance as well as many others for excelleam@ince. Thank you for your help

with this.

Thank you for good attendance and congratulatiofi2EG, Miss Greenwood’s
class (97.2%) for very impressive attendance during the montBbetember.

Class Percentage Percentage
F2EG —Miss Greenwood 97.2% 3CW —Mrs Wright 90.8%
F2KA — Mrs Appleton 91.4% 3BW —Mrs Bagnall / Mrs Woodruff 89.8%
F2SN —Mrs Noble 80.8% 4ED —Miss Evans / Miss Duxbury 92.1%
1LF —Miss Feeney / Miss Ward 90.9% | 4VA — Miss Allott 92.2%
1ES —Miss Smith 88.4% 5HT — Mrs Todd 92.6%
1IMS — Mrs Spencer 91.3% | 5IM — Miss Metcalf 93.8%
2LH — Mrs Hilton 93.6% 5CS— Miss Sperry 93.5%
2RH —Miss Hills 89.8% 6ST— Mr Sutherland / Mrs Tattersall 94.5%
2JS —Mrs Sutherland 89.0% 6MP —Mr Pawson 96.4%

We have a termly competition with a weekly attermaleague table for Years 2
through to Year 6. Last term Mr Sutherland and Watersall’s class won this and
have received £200 towards indoor and outdoor @iaypment.
The same prize will be available at the end of thim. Also weekly there is a ‘Year
Group’ cup for the best class in the Year group apthytime bag of equipment to be
shared by that class for the week.

School Building Improvements

North Building

We now have new tables and chairs throughout theendt the North building and
each classroom has been painted. New cupboarésaraias and new furniture has
been provided. There is also an additional compuateach classroom - so we have
effective environments in which to make the mosbwf learning.

South Building

The corridor, stairs and landing have now beeninégé and it looks warmer, cleaner

and brighter

Plans for this term

These centre in the play areas. Year 1 will berfgptheir bike area extended and a
‘play trail’ style area added with a balancing beaniventure fort and a constructed

bridge.

The Foundation area will also be having a ‘Pir&ip@’sadded to their playground.
The North playground will have an extension ondResting play trail and also four

wooden play cabins added to the grassed area ahthef the playground.

The children are excited and eagerly await theivair
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SEAL Theme

Our Social and Emotional aspects ¢
Learning theme is Going for Goals
and centres around setting goals,
achieving them, making goals
realistic and looking at obstacles,
being persistent, making choices ar
also knowing how best we learn ang
that there are different ways of
learning. We have included some
home activities for you to enjoy doir]
with your child, they do have to con
back to school but you can send the
back via the class teacher if you wis
to do so.

y Ao
v gt
Lost property

\We have vast amounts of lost property in the
north building none of it has any names in. If
you have lost anything please come and havé
look, we will be laying it out on tables and
asking the children to claim anything - then it

1avill need to be bagged up by the end of Janu

das there is too much to store. The sheer qua
also then makes finding more recent items of
lost property difficult just because of the amot

1@f clothing. Please put names in clothes as it

i¢hen easy to return to its owner. Constructed

2firon on’ labels are available via the internet
slvhich are clear, don’t come off easily and dor
wash/wear away either.
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Cooler Mornings

Winter continues so please can all
children bring suitable warm coats t
wear at playtimes, unless it is rainin
we do go outside for fresh air and tg
run around. Please put names in
coats as well, we have had cases ir
the past of two identical coats and
one child going home in the wrong
coat by mistake. Some children ha
not brought coats
at all even when
temperatures
have been low or
the wind chill has
meant it has beer
cold.

‘Phunky Foods Parent’s Area’
Welcome back to a new term. Many of us ma
dbe focusing on keeping healthy as part of our
dNew Years Resolutions’. The School has
recently been shown an excellent website to
with this. If you log onto ‘Google’ and type in

1‘Phunky Foods Parent’s Area’and then
click onto the website you will have access to
lots of tips and recipes that can be used with

v@our children at home. We
will be putting a direct link

on the school website later
on this term. The children

will be using the website at
school too.
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Dates for your diary

Open Evening- Tuesday 7 & Thursday § February (Further details to
follow)

Term Dates — Academic Year 2011/12
Spring Term 2012

Close for half term - Friday 17 February
Re-open - Monday 27 February
Close - Friday 30 March

Summer Term 2012

School opens - Tuesday 17 April
Close for half term - Friday 1 June
Closed May Day - Monday 7 May
Re-open - Monday 11 June

Close - Friday 20 July

Autumn Term 2012

School opens - Tuesday 4 Septen(ddiurther training day to be
allocated this term)

Close for half term - Friday 26 October

Re-open - Monday 5 November

Close - Friday 21 December

SATS WEEK
Week commencing 14 May 2012

Please do not book any holidays for children inreas they will be recorded as unauthorised
thank you.

Family Learning Course — ‘Family Baking’

Saturday 1% and Saturday Z21January 2012, - 10.00 - 4.00 pm at
Withernsea High School. Come and discover howa&eardelicious dishes
such as profiteroles, biscuits, Scones, bread Bi¢s is a free course and
all you need to do is bring a container to takerywmoduce home in.

To enrol please ring 01482 395280



Parental Questionnaire — Autumn Term 2011 — Feddbac
31% of questionnaires returned.

Strongly Agree Disagree Strongly
agree Disagree
My child enjoys 53% 45% 2%
school
The school informs| 30% 63% 6% 1%
me about my
child’s progress
My child is making | 28% 65% 5% 1%
enough progress
The teaching is 45% 55%
good
The school helps | 33% 60% 6% 1%
me to support my
child’s learning
The school meets | 38% 59% 3% 1%
my child’s needs
The school deals | 31% 61% 7% 1%
effectively with
unacceptable
behaviour
The school isled | 36% 62% 2%
and managed
effectively

Tell us something
the school does
well or has done
well recently

Listened to ideas and criticisms and taken thedsoand, my
child has made good progress with reading, exdellen
communication with parents, sports day, got aneisssolved
really quickly, merged as one, communicates weltdgning
club is good, maths homework. The Summer fair, good
Teaching assistant support, welcoming to new oxidr
responding to child’s worry, tries to get paremtgolved, very
approachable for parents, good support for botargarand
children, encouraging, praising and rewarding thi&loen,
deals with problems effectively, responding to dteh’s needs
Yr 4 learning platform, transition from F2 to Ywéry smooth,
good education provided, my child making good pesgr
WOW wall in foundation good encouragement for thiégdren,
phonics, outside play environment, good supporthaidren
with special needs, resolved a bullying issue.




Your comments

Our responses

Eight parents were interested in maths
workshops — preferably mornings and
some child care provision would be
helpful

We will look to putting on a repeat of la
terms workshops and also try to provide
some child care for parents

Developing outdoors — you suggested
develop the pond area, nature walks,
treasure hunts

We had the pond redone —it has been
relined and the paving around the edge
made safe and some signage has beer
added. Some Year groups do nature
walks as part of science and also older
children do orienteering around the
school site.

Your suggestions for themed weeks

included Olympics, citizenship, history
the local area, sweets, different cultures
around the world, Chinese New Year, g
the children, celebrate our own Country
and heritage. Foods of the World,

We have added an Olympic fortnight to
bthe calendar for the Summer term.

5 We already have an international week
iskach year — but may also include a Brit
theme as well as looking further afield.
We try to include food around the world
within topics and local area and history
are part of existing taught topics.

With regard to attendance and
punctuation you said Rewards for good
attendance for individual children, bette

certificates and more incentives, start atchildren via the school and class coung

9am, finish at 3.30pm, be more flexible
about absences from school, home visi
make sure teachers come out to collect
them on time, car parking- encourage
those who live locally to walk, hold
meetings with those who are late and
seek their ideas for solutions, better
rewards for 100% attendance.

We only a fixed pot of money for rewart
and at present spend more on whole cl
rrewards than individual — we will ask th

would they prefer greater individual
tgewards rather than group ones and the
spend accordingly.

We do home visits and personal action
plans with parents that have issues.
We did consult parents 2009- 2010 aba
school opening times and the vast
majority wanted to keep the same times
in line with the High school.

We will bring back our walk to school
weeks to promote walking to school.
We will also ensure that we do come ar
collect the children punctually from the
playground.
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You asked us to look at school dinners
and another request was to ensure fruit
was always available for dessert.

We do provide feedback to the kitchen
each term on the menus and monitor
which meals the children prefer, we will
also pass on comments to the High
School who provide our meals.




Your comments

You asked for positive feedback more
often about children and also if they

could bring home examples of good wg g

Our responses

We have ordered ‘praise pads’ for all the
teachers so children can bring home well
rdone notes and we will try to photocopy go
pieces of work to go home occasionally.

More notice for school events

We take this on board and occasionally lag
year — our first year of the new school thing
could be organised and a bit rushed — now|
have a more established calendar we will
give you as much notice as possible- for
example our Christmas booklet will be
produced a month in advance.

More school trips

We have different school trips and have be
going further afield where possible, we hay
also organised a residential trip for year 5 f
the first time. However we also need paren
support with visits as whilst we do try to ke
costs down and subsidise trips- we cannot
fully fund them and we do need parental
voluntary contributions to make them
possible- we will ask parents in a future
guestionnaire- how many trips per year the
would like their child to go on and also how
much they are prepared to pay annually
towards trips.

Some parents asked for more informati
on behaviour or felt we did not deal witl
poor behaviour appropriately another fe
we were quick to blame children and ng
listen

oWe did offer a parent focus group on

n behaviour to discuss this further but only o
[parent signed up for this we will offer anoth
ytopportunity for this later in the year becaus
if parents wish to discuss the issue genera
this would be a helpful way to do it. If there
is a specific issue please contact school
through Mrs Huteson in the normal way so
can be dealt with quickly.

We do listen to the children often resolving
problems through a circle time approach
when all have the opportunity to have their
say and also to listen to everyone else. In
terms of information we do have a booklet
and policy in our introductory parent pack.
With cases of severe behaviour this is an
individualised approach with personal actig
plans and different approaches depending
identified difficulties and needs.
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Your comments

You wanted more information about
lessons, more teacher/parent interactio

and also suggested an information board

for younger children about that weeks
work

Our responses

nterm about the lessons for that term and w
rdjevisit these to ensure they are informative
and can help parents support learning in
school.

We are aware with children in Yrs 1 and 2
and Foundation parents do informally see {
class teachers each day but with older
children this doesn’t happen. We have got
homework diaries for children Years 3
upwards and would be very happy for pare
to use these as a home/school book and w
any information to the teacher, comments
about homework or any other comments o
their child’s learning in these to enable a lir
and a way to communicate to the teacher \
will also then write back or make a quick
telephone call if more appropriate

We like the idea of an information board fo
Year 1 and will look at the existing one in
Foundation being relocated or made more
prominent

We also offer the facility to have all school
information emailed to parents as pupil pos
is not always reliable but very few parents
have taken us up on this offer. If you would
like information by email please ensure the
school office has your email details

We do a curriculum letter at the start of ea¢
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Some parents felt it was difficult to
support homework and wanted some
support with this

Again please write in the homework diaries
So we are aware of any concerns.
We will run our maths workshops for paren
again this year.

We will also look into the possibility of an
after school homework club, advice base
which parents and children could visit or
telephone .

We are also looking into online maths
homework similar to that used by the High
School so we are working on developing th
area this year

S

You asked us to review the anti bullying

policy

y We will do that and also ask our parent
governors to take the lead in this area as t
represent parental views
We are also a Local authority meeting on g
new strategy to help pupils report bullying
called ‘tell Sam’ if this looks useful we will
adopt it to help support children to come

ney

forward with their worries and concerns

Thank you for you comments and feedback as yolsearwe do value your ideas and have acted
on the information. We do value our partnershighvpiérents supporting your child to learn to their

full potential.



Pupil’'s Page
We have a small selection of photos showing usyamyoChristmas dinner and Christmas
activity sessions.




