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We have put together this information guide so that you will have a clearer understanding about how we approach teaching reading at our school.  [image: image2.jpg]


We hope you find this helpful and would appreciate any comments to add or to improve this.

The Beginning

Children have picked up many pre-reading skills before they come to school and this makes a difference as to their start with reading – some children can confidently learn words and start to read more easily than others. 

It helps if the children are familiar with books; parents have looked at picture books, talked about stories, read stories, visited the library and they know familiar nursery rhymes etc. This all builds up early language skills. 

We use foundation profiles and records during the Foundation Stage to help us develop these early reading skills. We will share these at parent’s evenings.  A big focus is placed on learning sounds (phonics) and we use a structured scheme called ‘Jolly Phonics’, which involves puppets and practical activities which make it great fun to learn. We work on phonics, spelling, word recognition, extending vocabulary and grammatical awareness. When your child starts school they will be given words to learn- these are key words for the reading books that we use, once they can recognize these  key words, they have built up a basic sight vocabulary and can start to read books. 
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We will send home, words to learn on a sheet which will enable reading to progress to more books and the next level above. Please practise these words with the children as the more they practise, the quicker they will learn them and make progress. 

Developing further reading skills  

Children initially learn words by memory and using the sounds (phonics).

Once children have grasped the basics and are able to read key words accurately and fluently they develop different strategies to use when they meet strange words they have not met before. This includes phonics, guessing the word from the context of the sentence and perhaps using pictures to help them as well. 

We then start to extend their reading skills to higher order reading.  These include 

· Literal comprehension- the ability to understand the surface meaning of the text and to select information to answer questions.

· Deductive comprehension – the ability to draw a logical conclusion from the information given.

· Inferential comprehension- to feel and think more deeply about what they have read, make predictions, think about the implications of events and identify with a character and their experience. 

· Evaluative comprehension- this is the ability to think about a text, its purpose and form an opinion about it. What is the author’s intention, viewpoint and is the text effective?

Partnership with Parents. 

Children’s progress in reading is very much a partnership between home and school. If we can work together your child will make much more progress than if it is solely left to school. Parents can help progress in the following ways 

· Hearing your child read –little and often is best 

· Talking about the story 

· Being a role model and reading for your child (older children still need to hear an adult read to extend the texts available to them)

· Having access to books- having reading material in the house

· Visiting the library – encouraging reading, having a positive view to reading. 
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Home school Reading Record

Every child is given a home school reading record, when you hear your child read, read together or you read to them, please write it in their book – this helps us to communicate together and know that your child is practicing their reading skills outside school. Please could parents sign the home school reading record. Please try to hear your child read little and often. It is crucial that they have their reading book in school everyday so even if you haven’t had the chance to hear them read please return their book every day. They are also heard in school as much as possible. The more practice a child gets the quicker they can become more fluent and confident. 

Even when they get older and have grasped the basics of reading please do still take an interest, ask to hear them read. It is important they move on to develop higher order reading skills. We reward children for practising reading often and talk to them about practising regularly.  

Reading in School - School Reading Scheme 

The books we use in school belong to a variety of reading schemes the main one is called Oxford Reading Tree, the books are attractive, colourful and is it a very popular scheme used in many schools. There are a lot of books in the scheme, there are the core story books, then there are books to help consolidate and extend with a variety of fiction and non fiction. It is not our expectation that every child will read every book, but we plan a path that is appropriate for your child’s reading ability and level. The scheme is graded in ‘reading ages’ and goes from Stage 1 to Stage 16- which is expected to cover the entire primary age range. The books are colour coded to help pupils choose their books. The youngest children are supported with their choice but as they get older they choose their own books. 

We also have a scheme called ‘Wolf Hill’ which is for children with special educational needs- high interest but low readability. 

It is helpful if parents do not regard it as a race through the levels and stages, but that reading is to be encouraged and enjoyed. Children do progress at different rates and do not make consistent progress; they may need to spend longer at one stage than another. They also at times need to go back and repeat books – many children enjoy returning to favourite stories and enjoy repetition possibly much more than we do as adults.

Other Books in school 

We do not just use the reading scheme – children read all the time in school – they read whiteboards, information from the internet, text books etc. 

All children can also have a library book which is usually changed weekly. Each class has a box of library books which come from the L.A. Library Service and are changed termly to ensure the children always have a variety of books to choose from. If we lose any of these books the school is charged £5 per book – so please do help take care of these books. 

We have Library time in Foundation Stage and years 1, 2 and 3 where parents are invited weekly to choose books alongside their child one morning per week. 
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There is also the school library, which children have the opportunity to visit at regular intervals. 

It has just been computerised and we will be setting it up as a loan library very soon.  As well as the reading scheme there are plenty of books that your child reads in school, which is why we tend to focus the reading scheme on home rather than using it extensively in school.  

Guided Reading 

This is a technique which we use in school to help children learn to read. Teachers are focused on teaching usually up to 30 – 32 children in a class, if a teacher is hearing a single child read- what are the rest of the class doing? 

In the past they may not have been doing very much learning or the teacher was not fully focused on hearing readers- which doesn’t send a very good message about valuing reading to the person reading. To improve this situation most schools now use guided reading. 

Children are organised into small groups of about 6 and are of a similar reading ability. They all read the same book and the teacher teaches them a particular skill for example for younger children –the  teaching focus could be – to hear and identify initial sounds ‘s’ and ‘sh’ in words and to predict the story with accuracy.

Older children – teaching focus could be – to identify the features of a good story opening and what the characters are like using evidence from the text… 

We have in school 3 different schemes for guided reading – Star, Navigator and Web spiders so we do not use the reading books that go home to teach the reading skills- they are used to practise the reading skills that have been taught. 

If any parent would like to watch a guided reading session or a literacy lesson, they would be very welcome. Please arrange this through Mrs Harper. You do not have to watch your child’s lesson but could watch another class if you would prefer. Parents who have done this have found it interesting, informative and have felt more in touch with what now happens at school

The Literacy Lessons

These develop all aspects of literacy and, part of these lessons, are spent on developing reading skills. Learning to read; needs pupils to use different strategies. Successful readers use all these strategies together so teachers spend time directly teaching all pupils the four main strategies 

1. Phonics (sounds and spelling)

2. Knowledge of context

3. Word recognition and graphic knowledge

4. Grammatical knowledge.

We work at 3 levels – word level, sentence level and whole text level.
Reading Volunteers 

The more practise children get reading the better they become. That is why we ask parents to support their child by hearing them read regularly. Sadly not all parents are able to do this therefore we are grateful for parents to come in and hear children read on a regular basis. If you feel you would be able to give a couple of hours per week to do this we are grateful for your support. Parents would need to hold a valid police clearance form in order to do this. If you are interested please contact the school office so arrangements can be made. 

[image: image8.jpg]WITHERNSEA





